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Section 1. 
 
How to Use this Document 
 
This document is mean to be utilized by both property owners in Downtown Weedsport as well as the Village of 
Weedsport Board of Trustees, the Village Department of Public Works, the Cayuga County Highway 
Department, and the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT). This document has been 
divided into five parts:  
 

1. Purpose, Goals, Applicability, Boundary Map and Boundary Description- this section outlines the overall 
purpose and goals for the streetscape standards and where in the village they apply. 
 

2. Standards for Property Owners- specific standards include how public outdoor space should be treated and 
provided, as well as the required maintenance of streetscape elements installed by both private property 
owners and the village. 
 

3. Standards for Government Officials- specific standards and potential projects for streetscape elements 
which should be installed and then maintained by the village or other government agencies/officials. 
 

4. Cross Sections of Downtown Street- existing and proposed street sections for roads in downtown based on 
the specific standards and projects proposed in this document. 
 

5. Proposed Brick Paver Sidewalks for Downtown Streets- proposed brick paver and concrete sidewalk 
patterns (typical) for downtown streets, based on the proposed street cross sections, where the installation 
of pavers is proposed. This section also includes a scaled detail of the typical brick paver pattern. 
 

6. Appendices- there are five appendices which provide detailed reference material for many of the 
requirements and projects listed in this document. 

 
Some of the standards in this document are very specific while others are more general in nature. Graphics and 
illustrations have been provided throughout the document to help readers visualize the intent of the specific 
requirements. A boundary map and description has also been provided. This document will be updated and 
expanded upon by either the Downtown Revitalization Committee or the Village Board of Trustees as necessary.  
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Purpose 

 
The purpose of this document is to regulate and provide a plan for a wide variety of elements within the public 
right-of-way on downtown streets, referred to here as streetscape improvements. The Village of Weedsport will 
utilize the standards set forth in this document to support the revitalization efforts of the community, to 
complement the adopted Design Guidelines for downtown, and to create a safer more inviting area for people to 
walk, shop, bike and travel through Downtown Weedsport. The streetscape standards have incorporated several 
components of Complete Streets techniques in order to create a downtown which is safe, inviting and easily 
navigable by people of all abilities and all modes of travel. This includes making crosswalks safer for pedestrians, 
improving the sidewalks and curbs, and providing bike lanes where appropriate. These standards were developed in 
order to facilitate better coordination between the Village of Weedsport, Cayuga County, and NYSDOT during 
roadway construction projects to create a safer and more beautiful downtown for residents, visitors and commuters. 
The following list of goals for this plan incorporates many of the transportation objectives and actions from the 
recently adopted Town of Brutus and Village of Weedsport Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Streetscape Goals for Downtown Weedsport: 
 

1. Downtown should be an easily accessible, inviting and safe place that encourages social interaction and 
pedestrian use. Automobile, bicycle and pedestrian traffic should each be accommodated but there should 
be a clear focus on pedestrian safety. 
 

2. Passenger vehicle and commercial truck traffic should move easily through downtown without long delays, 
but at reduced speeds to ensure pedestrian safety at crosswalks and intersections. 
 

3. The Village will work with the County and NYSDOT to enhance the walkability and vehicular safety 
throughout downtown; and study alternative ways of moving commercial truck traffic through downtown 
efficiently and safely. 

 

Applicability 
 
The standards and recommendations within this document shall be incorporated into any and all construction 
projects within the public right-of-way on the streets in downtown. Every effort should be made by government 
officials conducting construction work in downtown to incorporate as many of the streetscape elements found in 
this document as possible into their project. The Village Board of Trustees and the Village Department of Public 
Works will work with and review any proposed roadway projects by either Cayuga County or by NYSDOT and 
may require that certain elements of this plan be incorporated into said construction plans. Private property owners 
in downtown are required to maintain any streetscape improvement elements which have been installed in front of 
their property (including keeping sidewalks clear of debris and not removing or intentionally damaging street trees). 
Property owners are required to report any deficiencies or safety issues occurring within the public right-of-way 
adjacent to their property immediately to the Village Department of Public Works who will make sure that the 
responsible party (village, county or NYSDOT) addresses the issue in a timely manner.  
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Boundary 
 
The following map illustrates the boundary of the Village of Weedsport Downtown Streetscape Standards Policy Plan. This boundary was drawn to 
incorporate all of the streets which currently have sidewalks and areas where new sidewalks and improvements are proposed. Some improvements, such as 
bike lanes along State Route 31, may extend beyond this boundary area.
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Section 2. 
 
Streetscape Standards for Property Owners 
 
The majority of streetscape standards and specific projects included in this document will be installed and 
maintained by local, county and/or state officials and agencies within the public right-of-way on roads in the 
Village of Weedsport. However, there are two key areas of concern for private property owners, whose role in 
supporting the efforts of the Village to enhance the appearance and functionality of the public realm in Downtown 
Weedsport is crucial. The first category is comprised of several recommendations for the treatment of outdoor 
public spaces. 
 

Treatment of Outdoor Public Space 
 
Property owners in Weedsport, especially in the Downtown Commercial Core, are strongly encouraged to create a 
comfortable, inviting, and safe pedestrian space outside building storefronts and entrances. Property owners should 
provide outdoor furniture which complements individual building designs and color schemes while also meeting the 
basic design and style requirements for the Downtown Commercial Core (listed below). If public amenities are 
provided by property owners they must be maintained and kept in good working order i.e. no peeling paint, rust, 
ripped fabric, etc. All property owners must  maintain a minimum five foot wide (5ft) travel area on public 
sidewalks which is free of street furniture and potential trip hazards (i.e. sandwich boards, tables, chairs, planters, 
etc.) in order to create a safe path of travel for pedestrians. Some areas may not have sidewalks wide enough to 
permit the installation of street furniture while still maintaining a clear five foot wide (5ft) path of travel. Property 
owners are urged to use commons sense and place pedestrian safety as their number one priority outside of their 
buildings. 
 
Street furniture and public amenities in outdoor public spaces should support and recreate a timeless elegance and 
historic sense of place. Black wrought-iron style street furniture is appropriate for downtown. Green, while still 
beautiful and complementary to the school district colors, is unfortunately very hard to match between furniture 
pieces and light poles since different manufacturers use different shades of green, which could result in a 
“patchwork” look and feel instead of a clearly cohesive appearance. Black is also a more traditional and historically 
accurate color, which is also easier to maintain and do paint touch ups if necessary. The following is a list of 
suggested and appropriate types of street furniture and amenities for outdoor public spaces. See the accompanying 
images for examples of what is appropriate. 

 Metal benches (wooden seats are acceptable)  

 Metal trash cans 

 Metal café tables and chairs 

 Metal bike racks 

 Metal magazine racks/media corrals 

 Planter boxes 

 Sign boards (no more than 3ft high by 4ft wide and out only during business hours) 

 Public art which complements the history of Weedsport as an Erie Canal community 
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Maintenance of Street Trees and Sidewalks 

 
The final area of this document which pertains particularly to individual property owners is that of maintenance, 
specifically the maintenance of street trees and sidewalks. Street trees are an integral part to the overall aesthetics 
and functionality of the downtown streetscape by helping to create a safe and inviting place for both pedestrians 
and motorists. Street trees help to muffle noise and dust; help to frame the right-of-way along vehicular travel lanes, 
and in so doing help to reduce traffic speeds; provide shade and cooling for pedestrians and buildings, which can 
help reduce utility costs for property owners; reduce storm water runoff; and soften the overall appearance of the 
street. Property owners are responsible for the general maintenance of street trees, especially those installed by the 
Village. Property owners are prohibited from removing or purposefully damaging street trees in front of their 
property or anywhere else in downtown. Property owners are not responsible for trimming trees, removing broken 
limbs, or replacing sick or dying trees. These items are the responsibility of the Village Department of Public 
Works however; property owners are responsible for reporting deficiencies, damage, dead or dying trees, etc. to the 
Village as soon as possible. 
 
The same standards for property owners apply to sidewalks as well. Property owners must keep all sidewalks free of 
debris (leaves, snow, trash, etc.) and report any and all deficiencies to the Village. Property owners are not directly 
responsible for repairing or replacing sections of public sidewalk along their property. The Village Department of 
Public Works will repair and replace sections of public sidewalk and curb as necessary throughout the Village. 
Property owners who are found to have directly caused damage to public sidewalks which requires repair or 
replacement may be charged for the cost of the repair by the Village. If a portion of sidewalk is repaired or replaced 
due to normal wear and tear over time, and was not damaged by truck traffic or other non-pedestrian uses directly 
related to a business or property owner, then the Village shall bear the cost of said repair and not the property 
owner. The Village may establish a Business Improvement District (BID) in the Downtown Commercial Core 
where in every property owner would be charged a special district tax, monies from which would then go towards 
all necessary maintenance and improvements in that area. 
 
Weedsport property owners are responsible for reporting any and all damage or deficiencies to all public amenities 
installed by the Village, such as sidewalks, curbs, benches, trees, etc., as soon as possible to the Village for repair.   



Village of Weedsport Streetscape Standards Policy  pg. 6 

Section 3. 
 
Streetscape Standards for Government Officials  
 
This section of the plan outlines specific standards which should be met throughout Downtown Weedsport to be 
achieved and maintained by the Village, Cayuga County and NYS DOT on their respectively owned and 
maintained streets in the village. In addition, there are several specific projects which are recommended to enhance 
the aesthetics and safety of the streets in downtown. These projects were derived through discussions between the 
Downtown Revitalization Committee and incorporate many of the elements suggested by the public from the 
Complete Streets Workshop held on May 3, 2014. During this workshop Justin Booth and Anthony Armstrong 
from Make Communities, LLC conducted a presentation on Complete Streets and the various streetscape elements 
and standards associated with planning for all modes of travel and mobility levels; as well as lead a walking tour 
through downtown to identify deficiencies within the current streetscape network. These two gentlemen then 
produced a thorough report and analysis on how “complete” the streets in Weedsport are today, and gave specific 
recommendations and project funding sources to improve the overall streetscape within Downtown Weedsport.  

 
Sidewalks and Curbing 
 
The existing sidewalk and curbing network in the Village of Weedsport is incomplete and many of the sidewalks 
need to either be repaired or replaced; and the curbing in downtown is nearly nonexistent. Most of the areas in 
downtown which either have curbing between the street and the sidewalk, or used to have curbing, have badly 
broken and crumbling curbs which are causing trip hazards for pedestrians and allowing vehicles to park on 
sidewalks. Additionally, there are areas which need sidewalks but do not have them; and portions of residential 
streets with sidewalks which are not wide enough or are partially covered by encroaching lawns. The following is a 
list of standards for sidewalks, followed by a list of specific projects to help achieve those standards: 
 
1. Sidewalk Standards 

 Minimum width shall be 5 feet on all side and residential streets. 

 Minimum width in the Downtown Commercial Core shall be 8 feet where feasible. Wider sidewalks 
are desirable in order to provide adequate public outdoor amenity spaces. 

 Sidewalk buffers shall be provided to protect pedestrians from cars where feasible (grass strip, paved 
area between travel lane and curb, etc.). The typical “splash zone” is 5-6 feet from the curb (where a 
pedestrian will get splashed with water from passing vehicles and where snow is piled up by plows). 

 Obstacles shall be removed from sidewalks to provide safe passage for pedestrians. 

 Driveway crossing widths shall be limited or reduced. The minimum driveway cut for two-way traffic 
shall be 20 feet and the maximum shall be 24 feet. The minimum driveway cut for one-way traffic 
shall be 12 feet and the maximum shall be 16 feet. (See the NYS DOT standards in Appendix A). 

 Sidewalks shall continue level through all driveway cuts and shall not be sloped as part of the driveway 
apron. If a sidewalk which extends across a driveway needs to be lowered in order to provide safer 
egress for vehicles, then there shall be ADA compliant handicap ramps in the sidewalk on either side of 
the driveway cut. The sidewalk must still remain level between ramps across the driveway cut and not 
be tilted towards the street or back towards the driveway or parking lot (See the NYS DOT standards 
in Appendix A). 

 The Village shall be responsible for the maintenance of sidewalks and curbing throughout the village 
on all streets which they are responsible for maintenance (see Appendix B). The Village shall work 
with the County and NYS DOT to adopt a maintenance agreement for sidewalks and curbs on 
County and NYS DOT maintained roads to ensure that these items do not fall into a state of disrepair 
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as they are currently. Property owners shall not be responsible for replacing or repairing sidewalks and 
curbs along their property lines unless by their own actions they are found to have caused the damage. 
The Village may create a Business Improvement District (BID) in downtown in order to help offset 
the cost of repairs to public infrastructure within the district. 

 
2. Specific Projects 

 Repair or replace all sidewalks which are broken and or uneven throughout the village. 

 Remove the existing sidewalks on North and South Seneca Street and East and West Brutus Street and 
install brick pavers and new concrete using the pattern detail below (where indicated on the Proposed 
Improvements Map on page 25). 

 Install new sidewalk, minimum of 5 feet wide, along the west side of N. Seneca Street between Cottage 
Park Extension and Malt Street, along the east side of South Street between E. Brutus Street and East 
Street; and along the northern side of East Street around the corner connecting to the existing sidewalk 
on S. Willow Street (See the Proposed Improvements Map on page 25 for details). 

 Install, repair and/or raise up curbing between the street and the sidewalk to prevent cars from parking 
on the sidewalk throughout the village. 

 Work with property owners to upgrade driveway cuts into parking lots throughout downtown by 
reducing their size (meeting the standards above and in Appendix A), installing curbing, installing 
appropriate and safe sidewalks through the driveway cut, and installing ADA accessible ramps for 
sidewalks where necessary. 

 Conduct a feasibility study for creating a Business Improvement District (BID) in the Downtown 
Commercial Core in order to help offset the costs of improvements to public infrastructure in that 
district. 
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Crosswalks 
 
Crosswalks are an important element for the downtown streetscape. Not only do they provide safe access and street 
crossings for pedestrians; they also provide a basic and simple level of traffic calming by requiring vehicles to slow 
down for pedestrians who are crossing the street. The following is a list of standards for crosswalks, followed by a 
list of specific projects to help achieve those standards: 
 
1. Crosswalk Standards 

 Crosswalks shall be installed at all street intersections where there is sidewalk throughout the village as 
well as high pedestrian traffic generators (i.e. schools, parks, hotels, restaurants, and retails businesses) 
as necessary. 

 Crosswalks shall be striped using durable Thermoplastic Pavement Marking Tape instead of the 
traditional road paint in order to have the markings last longer. 

 All crosswalks shall have adequate and highly visible signage indicating the presence of a crosswalk and 
for cars to look out for pedestrians. 

 All crosswalks shall be ADA compliant with ramps at either end, as well as level, smooth and well 
maintained pavement within the crosswalk itself. 

 Where pedestrian activated signals are installed at crossings, these signals shall have a countdown 
feature and an audible signal to provide safe crossings for the visually impaired as well. 

 Crosswalks shall be free of trip hazards such as depressed drainage grates and catch basins. Utility 
access covers, if in the crosswalk or on a sidewalk adjacent to a crosswalk, shall be maintained and 
securely in place. 

 Crosswalks shall not terminate in a driveway and shall instead end at a sidewalk with adequate ADA 
accessible access onto said sidewalk. 

 The side of the road, at the beginning and end of crosswalks, shall be free of large trees, utility poles, 
and unnecessary signage in order to provide a clear line of sight for both pedestrians and vehicles where 
feasible. If existing conditions, such as existing street trees, obstruct a clear line of sight then other 
safety measures shall be employed such as the use of a yield to pedestrian sign in the street or a 
pedestrian activated Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) sign at the crosswalk (See Appendix 
C for details).  

          

 Pedestrian crossing distances should be reduced using bump outs, crossing islands/medians, etc. where 
feasible. 

 Signal timing of traffic lights and pedestrian crossing lights should be modified to provide crossing 
times for pedestrians which are adequate for safe crossings. 

2. Specific Projects 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 

(RRFB) sign 
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 Add yield to pedestrian state law crossing signs in the street on N. Seneca and E. Brutus Streets.  

       

 Install curb bulb-outs at intersections and major pedestrian crossings to make a shorter, safer distance 
for crossings. 

 

 Move light signal poles, traffic signal poles and any other utility poles back from the edge of the 
sidewalk at crosswalks so that pedestrians can easily be seen and see oncoming traffic (particularly the 
one in front of 2687 E. Brutus Street). 

 Move the crosswalk by the Post Office up to the intersection at Franklin Street.  

 Adjust the signal timing at the four corner signaled intersection (E. Brutus, W. Brutus, N. Seneca and 
S. Seneca Streets) to allow pedestrians more time to cross the street. 

 Upgrade the existing pedestrian activated signal crossing devices (seven total) at the intersection of N. 
Seneca Street, S. Seneca Street, W. Brutus Street and E. Brutus Street, and at Erie Drive and W. Brutus 
Street to add audible signaling devices to provide safe crossings for the visually impaired. 

 Install a crosswalk on E. Brutus Street across South Street and install a pedestrian activated RRFB 
signal. 

 Install crosswalks at all street intersections as indicated on the Proposed Improvements Map on page 
25. 

 

 

Typical Intersection with Curb Bulb-Out 
 
Source: FHWA Publication No. FHWA-EP-01-
027, “Best Practices Design Guide Part 2, Designing 
Sidewalks and Trails for Access,” (2001) 
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Typical Intersection without a Curb Bulb-Out 

Source: FHWA Publication No. FHWA-EP-01-027, “Best 
Practices Design Guide Part 2, Designing Sidewalks and 
Trails for Access,” (2001) 

 

Typical Midblock Crossing 

Source: FHWA Publication No. FHWA-EP-01-027, “Best 
Practices Design Guide Part 2, Designing Sidewalks and Trails for 
Access,” (2001) 
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Traffic Calming Measures and Alternative Modes of Transportation 
 
A key component of creating safer and more inviting public spaces and streetscapes in downtown is employing 
traffic calming measures and providing facilities for alternative modes of travel. In addition to installing bump outs 
at intersections and providing yield to pedestrian signs in the roadway, as mentioned in the section above, there 
have been many ideas over the years for reducing traffic speeds and flows through downtown, particularly for truck 
traffic. N. and S. Seneca Street is NYS Route 34 and is a major truck route for the entire county, as well as points 
to the north and south, with its direct access to Exit 40 from the NYS Thruway. Erie Drive is NYS Route 31 and 
is also a major truck route which bypasses the heart of the Downtown Commercial Core; however there is currently 
no access for truck traffic to get from NYS Route 31 back to NYS Route 34 south of downtown, except via E. 
Brutus Street which is the center of downtown.  
 
Currently NYS Route 31 is also NYS Bike Route 5 which parallels the Erie Canal and the New York State 
Canalway Trail. However, the bike route through the Village of Weedsport and the Town of Brutus is not well 
signed and does not have pavement markings indicating that it is a bike route. The right-of-way along Erie Drive 
(NYS Route 31) is wide enough on both sides to provide a marked and dedicated bike lane. The following is a list 
of standards for bike lanes, followed by a list of specific projects for traffic calming and alternative modes of 
transportation: 
 
1. Bike Lane Standards 

 Minimum width should be 5 feet  

 The standard arrow and bicyclist figure should be painted on the road in the bike lane. 

 If there is not enough room for a full bike lane, then a “sharrow” symbol, indicating that bicyclists will 
be sharing the same travel lane as vehicles, should be painted on the travel lane a minimum of 11 feet 
from the curb (given a standard 8 foot wide on-street parking space) in order to prevent cyclists from 
being hit by car doors. The “sharrow” can also be painted in the center of the vehicle travel lane for 
even more room and to help the paint last longer. 

 Where bike lanes are provided in Weedsport, Thermoplastic Pavement Marking Tape/Sheets shall be 
used as a more durable and longer lasting alternative to typical road paint. 

 
2. Specific Projects 
 

 Install curb bump outs at intersections and major pedestrian crossings to slow down traffic and create 
shorter, safer distances for pedestrian crossings. 

 Conduct a feasibility study for the installation of a round-about traffic circle at the intersection of 
NYS Route 34 and NYS Route 31 at the north end of the Village by Arby’s® restaurant. 

 Install a bike lane with symbols on the pavement down both sides of Erie Drive (NYS Route 31). 
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Public Parking 
 
There are several public parking lots and a large number of on-street parking spaces throughout downtown, but 
they are not well maintained, signed, or properly striped. The following is a list of standards for public parking 
spaces and lots, followed by a list of specific projects to help achieve those standards: 
 
1. Public Parking Standards 

 Public Parking spaces shall be adequately striped and occupy a minimum space of 9 feet wide and 18 
feet long (see image below). 
 
 

 
 
 

 Public parking areas whether in lots or on the street shall be maintained to ensure pedestrian and 
vehicular safety. 

 Landscape buffers shall be installed between public parking lots/on-street spaces and sidewalks where 
feasible. 

 On-street public parking spaces shall have adequate, unbroken curb between the pavement and 
sidewalk. 

 Curb stops shall be installed for each parking space in public parking lots to prevent vehicles from 
encroaching over sidewalks and damaging buildings or other structures. 

 Handicap accessible parking shall be provided along with striped access aisles and paths as required by 
ADA in the chart below and according to the NYS DOT standards found in Appendix B. 
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Total Number of Parking Spaces Provided 
Minimum Number of Accessible Parking Spaces 

Required 

1-25 1 

26-50 2 

51-75 3 

76-100 4 

101-150 5 

151-200 6 

201-300 7 

301-400 8 

401-500 9 

501-1000 2% of total 

1001 and over 20, plus 1 for each 100, or fraction thereof, over 1000 

 
 

2. Specific Projects 

 Stripe off and restripe all public parking spaces (on-street and off-street) in downtown using 
Thermoplastic Pavement Marking Tape. 

 Provide additional “Public Parking” wayfinding signage throughout the village to direct drivers to 
public parking areas and increase usage of underutilized and inadequately signed existing parking areas. 
Ensure that any signage that is installed is highly visible and clearly indicates if there are any time 
restrictions. 

 Minimize the width of curb cuts into parking lots, both public and private. 

 Change the on-street parking on N. Seneca Street to back-in angled parking to gain more parking 
spaces. Provide signage and informational materials to educate the public about this change and how to 
use this new configuration of parking spaces. 

 Reorganize the parking spaces in the public lot on E. Brutus Street to be more efficient, adding curb 
stops, landscaping, a buffer between the lot and the sidewalk and better signage (see illustration below). 
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Lighting and Street Furniture 
 
The Village should incorporate historic light fixtures in the Downtown Commercial Core which will add charm 
and human scale to the streetscape. The poles can be used to hang planter baskets, new identity/“Welcome to 
Weedsport” signs or banners, and holiday decorations. These light poles should reflect the unique heritage of 
Weedsport and complement the historic fountain which used to be on Seneca Street. Likewise, street furniture such 
as public benches, trash cans, planter boxes which also reflect the historic theme of downtown will help to create a 
more cohesive and inviting public realm. The following is a list of standards for lighting and street furniture, 
followed by a list of specific projects to help achieve those standards: 
 
1. Lighting and Street Furniture Standards 

 Pedestrian scale, historic black wrought iron-style street lights shall be installed in the Downtown 
Commercial Core. These lights shall be designed to complement the historic fountain which was once 
located in the heart of downtown; and they shall be energy efficient and take advantage of new LED 
lighting technology (See image below for the type of light fixtures which would be appropriate). 
 

 
 

 Traffic signal poles shall be replaced with historic looking signal poles which complement the historic 
light poles. 

 Street furniture shall be installed where appropriate and convenient to the public throughout the 
Downtown Commercial Core while maintaining a clear travel path on public sidewalks of five feet. 

 Street furniture shall be black in color and made of durable materials, preferably metal. 

 Street furniture should be chosen and or designed to create an identity and sense of place for 
Weedsport. For example, bike racks should be designed as a branding tool for the village by adding a 
decorative symbol which is significant to Weedsport (See image below). 
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2. Specific Projects 

 Install bike racks, benches, trash cans, newspaper corrals and other amenities throughout downtown. 

 Install historic looking light poles and sign poles throughout downtown. 

 Replace traffic signal poles with historic looking signal poles. 

 Install wayfinding and interpretive signage throughout the downtown which complements the Cayuga 
County Wayfinding system and expands upon it by incorporating informational kiosks and other 
directional signage as necessary.  

Some examples for appropriate street furniture and wayfinding signage include: 
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Street Trees and other Landscaping 
 
Street trees are not only historically accurate along major thoroughfares and in downtown commercial districts, but 
they provide valuable amenities to a community as well, such as shade, cooling (it has been well documented that 
street trees can help reduce the cooling costs for buildings in urban areas), reduced storm water runoff, enhanced 
aesthetics, cleaner air and increased property values. In 2008, the Village of Weedsport hired Thoma Development 
Consultants to create a strategic plan for downtown and in it they called for three different types of street trees to 
be planted in downtown based on their mature height in relation to existing overhead utility lines: Callery Pear, 
Sugar Maple and Northern Red Oaks. Below are screen captures for Callery Pear trees from the National Tree 
Benefit Calculator website, which describes the specific benefits for a small commercial business in Weedsport, NY 
if there is a mature street tree adjacent to their property (http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/). This website 
can calculate the specific benefits of a large variety of trees including the three recommended for Weedsport for 
single-family residential, multi-family residential, small commercial business, industrial or larger commercial 
business, and park or vacant land uses. 
 
Callery Pear- small narrow trees for areas beneath and directly adjacent to power lines and downtown buildings. 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/
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The following is a list of standards for street trees and landscaping, followed by a list of specific projects to help 
achieve those standards: 
 
1. Street Trees and Landscaping Standards 

 Street trees shall be installed and maintained by the Village on all streets in the Downtown 
Commercial Core including but not limited to: N. and S. Seneca Street, E. and W. Brutus Street, Erie 
Drive, and Furnace Street.  

 Appropriate sized trees shall be planted taking into consideration existing overhead utility lines (see 
recommendations by Thoma Development Consultants on page 23). 

 A minimum four foot by four foot (4’x4’) size piece of sidewalk shall be removed in order to plant 
trees; and tree grates and or other tree protection devices which complement the street furniture in 
downtown shall be installed (black wrought iron-style metal). 

 Public parking lots and parks shall be designed and maintained to provide green landscaped areas to 
soften the streetscape and provide additional beauty downtown. 
 

2. Specific Projects 

 Install appropriate, hardy, long living street trees along NYS Route 34 and NYS Route 31 to “fill in 
the gaps” between existing street trees (see planting schedule/map on pages 19 and 20 for details on 
where to plant which types of trees). 

 Install decorative tree protection guards and other landscaping such as flowers around street trees in the 
Downtown Commercial Core (see the image below for an example). 

 

 Redesign and incorporate landscaping into the public parking lot on E. Brutus Street and redesign and 
update the landscaping in Whittler’s Green Park (See design scheme on page 22 for details). 
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RECOMMENDED TREE SPECIES 
Source: 2008 Downtown Weedsport Strategic Plan written by Thoma Development Consultants 

 
The following lists indicate several choices for each of the three sizes of trees recommended for planting in the 
downtown area. When choosing trees for any given area, take care to avoid planting different species in a constant 
alternating pattern (ie. Maple, Oak, Maple, Oak, Maple, etc.). Several trees in any given area should be comprised 
of the same variety (ie. Maple, Maple, Maple, Oak, Oak) with two or three of the same species planted together in 
any given area. The Village should consult with a landscape architect or a professional landscape contractor with 
experience planting in urban areas to ensure that trees are planted properly. 
 
S = Small, Narrow Trees 
 
The small, narrow trees are suggested for areas beneath and immediately adjacent to power lines and some 
downtown buildings. Planting of these would need to occur by removal of a block of sidewalk and the gravel area 
beneath. Metal tree grates, mulch, or groundcovers such as grass or white dutch clover can be placed at the base of 
the tree. 
 
Pyrus calleryana “Chanticleer” – “Chanticleer” Callery Pear 
Acer rubrum “Columnar” – “Columnar” Red Maple 
Ginko biloba – Ginko 
Gleditsia triacanthos “Impcole” – “Impcole” Thornless Honeylocust 
 
M = Medium Trees 
 
These medium-sized trees are intended for areas along the street where power lines are not present. Suggestions 
have been shown for creating green areas where there is now gravel, asphalt, or concrete and sample parking 
schemes have been shown occasionally, which can support the planting of a medium sized tree by removal of paved 
material and replacement with groundcovers. Some of these trees have been shown on private property because 
additional opportunities to plant a larger tree away from the power lines exist in these areas. These tree plantings 
help to fill large spaces along the street and between buildings; soften the harsh environment which consists almost 
exclusively of paved materials; contribute beauty, shade, and habitat; as well as reducing the volume and velocity of 
storm water runoff. 
 
Acer saccharum “Bonfire” – “Bonfire” Sugar Maple 
Acer rubrum “October Glory” or “Red Sunset” – Red Maple cultivars 
Tilia cordata “Greenspire” – “Greenspire” Linden 
Platanus x acerifolia “Bloodgood” – “Bloodgood” London Plane 
Gleditsia triacanthos “Shademaster” – “Shademaster” Thornless Honeylocust 
 
L = Large Trees 
 
These large tree species are recommended for areas where no power lines exist and where buildings are not 
immediately adjacent. These trees help to fill large spaces between buildings; soften the harsh built environment; 
create significant beauty, shade, and habitat; and reduce the volume and velocity of storm water runoff. 
 
Acer saccharum – Sugar Maple 
Quercus rubra borealis – Northern Red Oak 
Ulmus Americana “Patriot” – “Patriot” American Elm 
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Utility Infrastructure 

 
During 2013 when the Town of Brutus and Village of Weedsport Joint Comprehensive Plan was developed 
residents, business owners, and Town and Village officials expressed their desire to “clean up” and or bury as many 
of the overhead utility lines as possible in Downtown Weedsport. The current configuration of these lines was 
notes as one of the biggest eye sores in all of downtown. Working with utility companies and NYS DOT the 
Downtown Revitalization Committee is confident that the Village can address this issue which has plagued 
downtown for decades. The following is a list of standards for downtown utility infrastructure, followed by a list 
of specific projects to help achieve those standards: 
 
1. Utility Infrastructure Standards 

 Intersections shall be free of visual clutter and have clear sight triangles to ensure pedestrian and 
vehicular safety.  

 Efforts shall be made to reduce the number of individual sign or utility poles at intersections and share 
poles where feasible. 

 Utility poles shall not encroach on intersections and pedestrian crossings. Existing poles shall be 
moved back from intersections where feasible. 

 The number of individual overhead hanging wires on utility poles shall be a reduced and clustered 
together where feasible in order to reduce the negative visual impact that these wires have on 
downtown. Utility companies shall share utility poles, lines and bury lines underground where feasible. 
 

2. Specific Projects 

 Work with utility companies and applicable local, county and state agencies to bury overhead utility 
lines where feasible. Coordinate this effort with maintenance construction projects when sidewalks are 
being replaced or dug up to minimize costs and inconveniences on property owners. This effort will 
also ensure that any street trees which are planted do not get “butchered” by utility companies when 
they trim them. 

 In locations where overhead utility lines cannot be buried underground, coordinate with utility 
companies and applicable local, county and state agencies to “clean up” and reduce the number of 
individual hanging wires clustered together to reduce the negative visual impact that these wires have 
on downtown.  

 Coordinate with utility companies and consult an arborist to prevent the “butchering” of street trees 
when they are trimmed by said companies. 
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Proposed Streetscape Improvements Map 
 
The map below illustrates where specific sidewalk, crosswalk, and bike lane improvements should be installed throughout Downtown Weedsport. Refer to 
this map for locations of improvements and the previous sections for details on what those improvements should be. 
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Section 4. 
 
Cross Sections of Downtown Streets 
 
The following images represent the current street sections in Downtown Weedsport and proposed street sections 
for the same streets if the specific projects listed throughout this document are implemented. 
 

South Seneca Street, NYS Route 34    (Looking south from E. Brutus Street) 

 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees and Decorative Lighting 
Reduction of: Parking Lane width
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North Seneca Street, NYS Route 34    (Looking north from E. Brutus Street) 

 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees, Public Amenities and Decorative Lighting 
Increase of: Parking Lane width 

Reduction of: Sidewalk and Travel Lane widths
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East Brutus Street   (Looking east from N. Seneca Street) 

 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees, Public Amenities, Decorative Lighting, and a  
Parking Lane on north side of the street 

Increase of: Sidewalk width on north side of the street 
Reduction of: Sidewalk width on south side of the street and  

Drive Lane on the north side of the street
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West Brutus Street (Between N. Seneca Street and Erie Drive) 
 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees, Public Amenities and Decorative Lighting 
Increase of: Sidewalk widths 

Reduction of: Travel Lane widths
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Erie Drive, NYS Route 31  (North of W. Brutus Street) 

 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees, Bike Lanes and Decorative Lighting 
Reduction of: Travel Lane widths and Sidewalk width
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Erie Drive, NYS Route 31  (South of W. Brutus Street) 

 

 
Existing Street Section 

 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees and Bike Lanes 
Reduction of: Travel Lane widths
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Typical Residential Streets  (For streets where sidewalks are proposed) 
 

 
Proposed Street Section 

Addition of: Street Trees, Decorative Lighting and Sidewalks 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 5. 
 
Proposed Brick Paver Sidewalks for Downtown Streets 
 
The following images represent the proposed brick paver sidewalk pattern for select sections of the major 
thoroughfares in Downtown Weedsport. The proposed cross sections and the map on page 25 should be reference 
for the extent to where these typical paver patterns should be installed. The paver patterns illustrated below are 
typical and based on the typical proposed street cross sections and may need to be modified where the existing 
right-of-way dictates. 
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South Seneca Street, NYS Route 34 
East Side 

 

 

N 
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South Seneca Street, NYS Route 34 
West Side 

 

 
 

N 
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North Seneca Street, NYS Route 34 
East Side 

 

 
 

N 
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North Seneca Street, NYS Route 34 
West Side 

 
 

 

N 
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East Brutus Street, NYS Route 31 
North Side 

 

 
 

N 
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East Brutus Street, NYS Route 31 
South Side 

 

 

N 
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West Brutus Street, NYS Route 31 
North Side 

 

N 



Village of Weedsport Streetscape Standards Policy  pg. 40 

East Brutus Street, NYS Route 31 
South Side 

 

 

N 
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Appendix A. 
 
Draft Compete Streets Policy 
 

Village of Weedsport Complete Streets Policy 
 

WHEREAS; Downtown Weedsport will be a welcoming and thriving mixed-use business district 
that is well connected and integral to the village’s community life. Its carefully designed and well-
maintained buildings and outdoor spaces will be filled with a complimentary mix of businesses and 
gathering places that encourage regular patronage by residents and frequent stops by visitors. Its 
small town character and unique details will contribute to the community’s identity and support 
walking, window-shopping and friendly interaction; and 
 
WHEREAS; the Village of Weedsport shall plan for, design, construct, operate and maintain 
appropriate facilities for all transportation users in all new construction, retrofit and reconstruction 
projects; and 
 
WHEREAS; streets that integrate multiple transportation choices for pedestrians and bicyclists, 
with special consideration for children, the elderly and people with disabilities, contribute to the 
public life of a community, sustainable economic development and efficient movement of people 
and goods; and 
 
WHEREAS; the Village of Weedsport shall, to the maximum extent practical, scope, plan, design, 
construct, operate and maintain all streets to provide a comprehensive and integrated network of 
facilities for all users of all abilities; and 
 
WHEREAS; any exception to applying this Complete Streets Policy to a specific roadway project 
must be approved by the Village Board of Trustees with documentation of the reason for the 
exception. Exceptions may be made when the project involves a roadway on which non-motorized 
use is prohibited by law. In this case, an effort shall be made to accommodate pedestrians and 
bicyclists elsewhere; and 
 
WHEREAS;  this policy will create a comprehensive, integrated, connected transportation 
network for the Village of Weedsport that balances access, mobility, health and safety needs for all 
residents. Planning, funding, designing, constructing, managing and maintaining a complete multi-
modal network, ensures this; and 
 
WHEREAS; it is the intent of this policy to foster partnerships with the state, county, school 
district, citizens, businesses, interest groups and neighborhoods to implement complete streets; and 
 
WHEREAS;  the Village of Weedsport shall adapt, develop and adopt departmental policies, 
design criteria, standards and guidelines based upon recognized best practices in street design, 
construction and operations including but not limited to the latest editions of American 
Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) A Policy on Geometric 
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Design of Highways and Streets; AASHTO Guide for Planning, Designing, and Operating 
Pedestrian Facilities; AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities; Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive 
Approach; National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway 
Design Guide; U.S. Access Board Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines; Highway 
Capacity Manual and Highway Safety Manual; and 
 
WHEREAS;  the implementation of this policy shall reflect the context and character of the 
surrounding built and natural environments while enhancing the appearance of such. In doing so, 
the village shall consider methods of providing development flexibility within safe design 
parameters such as context-sensitive design solutions and shall attempt to employ all solutions 
consistent with and sensitive to the context of the project; and 
 
WHEREAS;  Complete Streets should be continuously evaluated for success and opportunities for 
improvement sought. This policy encourages the regular evaluation and reporting of implementing 
complete streets through the following performance measures: 

 Increase in the share of bicycles, pedestrians and transit users; 

 Crash data; 

 Use of new projects by mode; 

 Compliments and complaints; 

 Linear feet of pedestrian accommodations built; 

 Number of ADA accommodations built; 

 Miles of bike lanes/trails built or striped; 

 Number of transit accessibility accommodations built; 

 Number of street trees planted; 

 Number of building permits issued along new complete street; 

 Number of exemptions from this policy; and 
 
WHEREAS;  the Village of Weedsport shall implement the following steps to ensure successful 
implementation of complete streets: 

 Advisory Board: the village will establish an interdepartmental advisory board to oversee the 
implementation of this policy. The committee will included members of the village (board 
members, planning board, school board, highway department), county (planning 
department and highway department), the NYS Department of Transportation, the police 
department as well as representatives from bicycling, pedestrian, disabled, youth and elderly 
communities or any other organizations as deemed relevant. This committee will meet 
quarterly and provide a written report to the Village Board of Trustees evaluating progress 
and advising on implementation. 

 Inventory: The village will maintain a comprehensive inventory of the pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure and will prioritize projects to eliminate gaps in the sidewalk and 
bikeway networks. 
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 Capital Improvement and Maintenance Project Prioritization: The village will reevaluate 
capital improvement and maintenance project prioritization annually to encourage 
implementation of pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 

 Revisions to Existing Plans and Policies: The village will incorporate complete street 
principles into the comprehensive plan, zoning code and other plans and manual, rules, 
regulations and programs. 

 Other Plans: The village will prepare, implement and maintain a Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Transportation Plan, a Safe Routes to School Plan, an Americans with Disabilities Act 
Transition Plan, and a Street Tree and Landscape Plan. 

 Storm Water Management: The village will prepare and implement a plan to transition to 
sustainable storm water management techniques along our streets. 

 Staff Training: The village will train all pertinent staff on the content of the complete 
streets principles and best practices for implementing the policy. 

 Coordination: The village will utilize inter-departmental project coordination to promote 
the most responsible and efficient use of fiscal resources for activities that occur within the 
public right of way. 

 Street Manual: The village will create and adopt a Complete Streets Design Manual to 
support implementation of this policy. 

 Funding: The village will actively seek sources of appropriate funding to implement 
complete streets; now therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED; that the Village of Weedsport Board of Trustees adopts the Complete Street 
Policies listed above as an official policy of the Village, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
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Appendix B.         NYS DOT Construction Standards for ROW Improvements 
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Appendix C. 
Roadway Inventory for Weedsport, NY 

DOT Id Route Name From To Length Maintenance Jurisdiction Owning Jurisdiction FC Lanes PvmntWidth Pvmnt ShldrWidth Roadside Type Speed Limit 

128618   Basin St Hooper St Marshall St 0.13 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128619   Becker Rd Erie Dr Dead End 0.04 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128620   Bell St Seneca St South St 0.18 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128621   Brutus St West Seneca St Village Line 0.49 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128622   Canal St W Brutus St Erie Dr 0.04 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128623   Centennial St Seneca St Jackson St 0.1 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128624   Cool St Washington St Lincoln St 0.08 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128625   Cottage Pk Seneca St Dead End 0.07 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128626   Cottage Pk Ext Seneca St Erie Dr 0.03 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128627   Earl St Oakland Rd Dead End 0.17 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128628   East St South St Willow St 0.13 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128628   East St Willow St Dead End 0.1 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128629   East Terrace Highland Ave Hamilton St 0.09 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128630   Emy St South St Marshall St 0.07 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128631   Franklin St Seneca St Jackson St 0.12 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128632   Furnace St Seneca St South St 0.08 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A       

128633   Goff St Hamilton St Washington St 0.04 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128634   Graham St Mechanic St Rude St 0.19 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128635   Green St Seneca St Willow St 0.21 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128636   Hamilton St Seneca St Village Line 0.47 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128637   Hawley St Erie Dr Hamilton St 0.04 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128638   Highland Ave Seneca St East Terrace 0.06 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128639   Hooper St Sharon St Rude St East 0.02 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128639   Hooper St Rude St East Marshall St 0.06 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128639   Hooper St Marshall St Sharon St 0.06 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128640   Horton St Van Buren St Rude St 0.33 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128641   Jackson St Brutus St East North St East 0.53 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128642   James St Jackson St School Yard 0.04 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128643   Jefferson St Seneca St Horton St 0.05 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128644   Liberty St Seneca St South St 0.12 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128645   Lincoln St Seneca St COOL ST 0.11 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128646   Lockwood Ave South St Willow St 0.06 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128647   Malt St Seneca St North Erie Dr 0.02 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128648   Marshall St Emy St Emy St 0.09 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128648   Marshall St Emy St Hooper St 0.13 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128649   Mechanic St South St Horton St 0.15 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128650   North St East Seneca St North St 0.03 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128651   Oakland Park Oakland Rd Dead End 0.09 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128652   Rude St Seneca St South St 0.3 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128653   Rude St East South St Dead End 0.17 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128654   Sharon St Marshall St Hooper St 0.07 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128655   Van Buren St Seneca St South St 0.15 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128656   Washington St Seneca St Cool St 0.11 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     
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DOT ID Route Name From To Length Maintenance Jurisdiction Owning Jurisdiction FC Lanes PvmntWidth Pvmnt ShldrWidth Roadside Type Speed Limit 

128657   Weed St East St Basin St 0.09 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128658   West Watson St Erie Dr Seneca St 0.07 04 City or village 04 City or village 6 2 10 A 0     

128659   Willow St North Green St E Brutus St 0.11 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

128660   Willow St South Brutus St East Lockwood Ave 0.27 04 City or village 04 City or village 9 2 10 A 0     

127559   South St Weedsport Village Line Cr 31B 0.6 02 County 02 County 7 2 20 A 1     

127561   Oakland St Weedsport Village Line   0.21 02 County 02 County 9 2 18 A 2     

127561   Oakland St     0.01 02 County 02 County 9 2 18 A 2     

127561   Oakland St   W Brutus St 0.14 02 County 02 County 9 2 18 A 2     

127587   E Brutus St Rt 31 Weedsport Village Line 0.52 02 County 02 County 7 2 26 A 5     

100280 31   Town of Brutus Village of  Weedsport   0.14 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 6 2 22 O 10 5 Stabilized with no mowing 55 

100280 31       0.39 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 6 2 22 O 10 5 Stabilized with no mowing 45 

100280 31     E Brutus St Rd Weedsport 0.09 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 6 2 22 O 10 5 Stabilized with no mowing 35 

100280 31   E Brutus St Rd Weedsport Rt 34 0.55 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 6 2 42 O 0 1 Curbed with no mowing 35 

100309 34   Town of Brutus & Village of Weedsport E Brutus St Rd Weedsport 0.53 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 2 2 24 O 6 4 Stabilized with mowing 30 

100309 34   Brutus St Rd Weedsport Rt 31 Weedsport 0.53 01 NYSDOT 01 NYSDOT 2 2 32 O 0 1 Curbed with no mowing 30 

 
Roadway Inventory Field Descriptions 

Item Description 

DOT ID A computer system ID used by NYSDOT as a unique reference for a particular route or road 

Route Route number for State routes. May be displayed as one concatenated field or in up to four components: Signing, Number, Suffix, and Qualifier. 

Name Road name 

From Description of the beginning of a segment of road 

To Description of the end of a segment of road 

Length Length of a route/road segment to the hundredth of a mile 

Maintenance Jurisdiction Entity/agency responsible for maintenance of the segment of road 

Owning Jurisdiction Entity/agency which owns the segment of road 

FC Functional Classification - a means by which roads are classified according to the type of service they provide 

Lanes Number of lanes in the highway segment 

Pvmnt Width Width of the pavement (in feet) contained with the sum of the travel lanes. Does not include shoulders. 

Pvmnt Type of pavement: A-Asphalt, O-Overlay, C-Concrete, U-Unpaved 

Shldr Width Width of the right shoulder (in the direction of increasing mile points) in feet 

Roadside Type Description of the area alongside the roadway, including the shoulders 

Speed Limit Posted Speed Limit 
 
Source: Cayuga County Department of Planning & Economic Development GIS Database: Cayuga County Local Highway Inventory Spreadsheet and Roadway Inventory Field Descriptions Spreadsheet.  
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Appendix D. 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) 

 
 
This device is a pedestrian-activated beacon system 

located at the roadside below side-mounted pedestrian 

crosswalk signs. Based on the study by Shurbutt and Van 

Houten (2010), RRFBs can enhance awareness of 

pedestrians and increase driver yielding behavior toward 

pedestrians. Additional analysis showed an increase in the 

efficacy of the system when used in combination with 

other strategies, including: 

 Mounting additional pedestrian warning sign and 

RRFB in the median. 

 Aiming the beacons to maximize its salience at 

the dilemma zone. 

The RRFB should be pedestrian-activated, which means that it only flashes when a pedestrian is present and pushes 

a button to activate the device. The RRFB is mounted below a pedestrian warning sign at the location of the 

crosswalk. The device may be used in combination with yield or stop lines as appropriate based on state laws 

regarding whether a driver must yield or stop for pedestrians in a marked crosswalk. The yield or stop line 

designate the location where the driver is to stop or yield. When drivers yield or stop too close to crosswalks at 

uncontrolled multi-lane approaches, they place pedestrians at risk by blocking other drivers’ views of pedestrians 

and by blocking pedestrians’ views of vehicles approaching in the other lanes (FHWA, 2009). All signing and 

marking should be in accordance with the 2009 MUTCD. For example, the 2009 indicates that “if yield or stop 

lines are used at a crosswalk that crosses an uncontrolled multi-lane approach, Yield Here To (or Stop Here For) 

Pedestrians (R1-5 series) signs shall be used.” 

The cost of RRFBs is approximately $10,000 to $15,000 for purchase and installation of two units, including one 

on either side of a street. This includes solar panels for powering the units, pad lighting, indication units for both 

sides of street with RRFBs in the back and front of each unit, signage on both approaches, all posts, and either 

passive infrared detection or push buttons with audio instructions. The cost would be proportionately higher for 

additional units placed on a median island. 

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/resources/techsum/fhwasa09009/  

Sources: Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) (2009). The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). Washington, 

DC. Obtained from: http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/ [Accessed December 2010]. 

Shurbutt J. and R. Van Houten (2010). Effects of Yellow Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons on Yielding at Multilane Uncontrolled 

Crosswalks. Federal Highway Administration, FHWA-HRT-10-043, McLean, VA. 

Van Houten, R., R. Ellis, and E. Marmolejo. "The Use of Stutter Flash LED Beacons to Increase Yielding to Pedestrians at Crosswalks." 

Presented at the Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 2008. 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB). FHWA-SA-09-009, Washington, DC, May 2009

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/resources/techsum/fhwasa09009/
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
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Appendix E. 
 
Creating a Livable Weedsport Through Complete Streets 
A Report By: Make Communities, LLC 
 

 


